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Week Ending Friday, April 7, 1995

Remarks at the Closing Session of
the Southern Regional Economic
Conference in Atlanta, Georgia
March 29, 1995

Let me close by once again thanking
Emory University and its leadership for let-
ting us be here, and thank all of you for giving
us a day of your lives, which I will say again,
I hope you think it has been well spent. I
have been deeply moved by the stories I have
heard. I have actually quite a lot more spe-
cific and clear sense than I did when the day
started about the similarities and the dif-
ferences of the southern economy as com-
pared with the rest of the country and the
differences within the States which are still
not insignificant.

I have a clearer idea of what all of you
think, based on your personal experience, is
the appropriate role of the Federal Govern-
ment. And again, I will say it strikes me as
not on the extreme that there is a Govern-
ment solution for most problems or the ex-
treme that it would be better if the Govern-
ment went away and wasn’t around anymore,
but at somewhere not in the middle but way
beyond that, much more sophisticated.

And I leave this meeting feeling more
hopeful, as I always do when I get a chance
to talk to the American people, but certainly
to be here in a kind of a homecoming setting
for me; there’s a lot of you I’ve worked with
for more than 10 years.

But I would say this, in view of what both
Bill Winter and what Billy Payne said. You
know, all of us have a scale inside us, I think,
that’s sort of a psychological scale about the
way we look at the world, and some days,
there seems to be a little more weight on
the positive, hopeful side of the scale, and
someday, somebody takes some of the weight
off and it kind of gets off on the other edge.
And we all battle it within ourselves, within
our families, within our communities, within
our work organizations, and one thing I said

this morning I want you to remember: We
cannot go on where we have a disconnect
between our public conversation which is so
often oriented towards what divides us and
how to get us to resent one another, and our
public behavior, that is, the things we do to-
gether, which is what works, is what Billy
said, is when we play by the rules, we work
hard, we try to bring out the best in every-
body, and we recognize we don’t have a per-
son to waste.

The South learned that lesson, I think, bet-
ter than any other part of the country be-
cause of the horrible price we paid for our
past. And I think that’s why the economy is
growing more rapidly than any other part of
the country, why Atlanta is the perfect place
to host the Olympics, and why we have a
chance to see this region lead our country
into a very bright 21st century. But we’ve
got a lot of work to do, and I feel today that
all of us, and I know the President, at least,
has more energy for the task ahead and a
better idea about how to approach them,
thanks to you.

I thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 5
p.m. in the Cannon Chapel Building at Emory
University. In his remarks, he referred to William
Porter ‘‘Billy’’ Payne, chief executive officer, At-
lanta Committee for the Olympic Games, and
William F. Winter, Chair, Advisory Commission
on Intergovernmental Relations. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Remarks on the Major League
Baseball Strike and an Exchange
With Reporters in Tampa, Florida
March 30, 1995

The President. Since I’m here in Florida,
it might be appropriate to say something
about the baseball situation. The judge is
going to hand down a ruling, apparently,
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pretty soon. And I would just say, if the in-
junction stays and the players do again state
their willingness to go back to work, then I
hope they won’t be locked out. I think it gives
us a chance at least to start the baseball sea-
son in a good way and without the replace-
ment players.

Ultimately, of course, they’re still going to
have to work this out, and they’re going to
have to do it by some mutual agreement. But
we may be given an opportunity in the next
couple of days to have a baseball season. And
if that opportunity arises, and the players are
willing to go back, then I hope the owners
won’t lock them out.

Guatemala
Q. [Inaudible]—CIA covered up the mur-

der in Guatemala?
The President. Well, we have no informa-

tion to that effect. We are looking into all
the allegations. And I have taken exceptional
steps to make sure that there is a good inves-
tigation and to make sure that the records
are secure. I think I should do that. As you
know, this relates to events that occurred be-
fore I became President. But we need to
know the facts, and we’re going to do every-
thing we can to find out the facts.

Haiti
Q. Is there any evidence that—any evi-

dence that Aristide’s people were behind the
assassination?

The President. President Aristide imme-
diately asked for help to investigate the ac-
tion. Indeed, the people who were down
there were working before to try to head off
any political violence leading up to the
handover this weekend. And as soon as the
killing occurred, he asked for help, and we
had dispatched immediately a substantial
team from the FBI. So I think that is signifi-
cant evidence that he wants to get to the bot-
tom of this and that he’s keeping his word
not to support political violence.

There are many factions there. They’ve
done a good job of keeping down political
violence. They don’t need to start it again.
What they need to do is to keep things calm,
maintain a low crime rate, continue to work
with the United Nations, and rebuild that
country. We only have, I think, 6,000 of the

35,000 factory workers who were working be-
fore the military coup back working. So we
need to keep working on building the coun-
try. And that’s what I’m going to say when
I go down there.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 3
p.m. at Tampa Bay International Airport. In his
remarks, he referred to Jean-Bertrand Aristide,
President of Haiti. This item was not received in
time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Exchange With Reporters
Prior to Discussions With
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide of
Haiti in Port-au-Prince
March 31, 1995

Assassination in Haiti
Q. President Aristide, was your Interior

Minister involved in the Tuesday assassina-
tion?

President Aristide. No.
Q. Have these allegations cast a damper

over the President’s visit?
President Aristide. No.
Q. Have you asked the FBI to look into

the possibility that he might have been in-
volved in the Bertin death?

President Aristide. We welcome help
from the international community, from the
United States in helping us finding proof of
this violence for months—for days. And to-
gether we’ll be working.

Q. Mr. President, are you satisfied the In-
terior Minister was not involved?

President Clinton. President Aristide
asked the FBI to help investigate this. They
are doing an investigation. I think we should
applaud this quick and decisive action and
let the investigation proceed and not pre-
sume its results.

This is a day of celebration, and nothing
can cast a cloud on it. It’s a day of mission
accomplished for the United States, a day of
celebration for Haiti and for the United Na-
tions force, and a day for looking ahead for
the work still to be done.

President’s Visit
Q. How did you like your reception, Mr.

President?
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